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ST. PETERSBURG — The
Power of the Collective forum,
held at Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church
last Thursday evening, is the
first in a three-part series by
the One Community Plan
team to bring national and
local subject matter experts
face-to-face with community
development teams in St. Petersburg.
The focus of the March 28
installment was to pave the
way for large-scale supplier diversity and inclusion effort to
help more minority-owned

firms do business with corporate and government procurement officers.
Earlier in the day, the
Power of the Collective kicked
off with a two-hour session at
the St. Petersburg Chamber
where 30 corporate, government and nonprofit executives
had a question and answer
time with the two visiting luminaries, Winston Johnson and
Farad Ali.
Before introducing the
business giants, Rev. Clarence
Williams, senior pastor of
Greater Mt. Zion AME Church
postulated that though America may be the land of the free,
what makes it special is that

Ramona Smith

it’s the land of opportunity. He
would like to see a level playing field for all to empower and
move the community forward
economically.
“A lot of people can do the
job,” Williams said, “but how
many of us really are going to
get the opportunity? So that
becomes a paramount issue
for us as we move forward.”
Ali, vice president of National Minority Supplier Development Council, said the
NMSDC works to build diversity businesses. Minority businesses hire more minorities
than any other group, so when
minority-own businesses deSee FORUM, page 3

Long-time business continues after the
passing of one of its founders
BY LAUREN MERI
Neighborhood News Bureau

ST. PETERSBURG – Some
family businesses seem to find
a way to make their impact on
the community. For Zack Arscott and his sister Yvonne
Thompson, their restaurant,
Taste of the Islands, offers
more than just food. They provide a unique cuisine and a welcoming environment to their
customers that keep the patrons coming back.
Arscott opened the eatery
in 1992 and has been serving
this authentic Jamaican cuisine
to St. Pete ever since. Two
years after the restaurant made
its debut, Arscott’s sister made
the move from London to be a
part of the family business.
“She was so dedicated and
she loved interacting with the
customers,” said Arscott.
Thompson made such a
positive impact on her
brother’s restaurant that he
said he’s unsure where the
business would be without her.
Thompson was a cancer

Taste of the Islands owner, Zack Arscott,
continues on after the death of his co-owner
and sister, Yvonne Thompson.
survivor of 15 years before a worked on switching her to
rare form of sarcoma devel- health insurance the cancer
oped in her pelvis, which even- center would accept.
tually spread to other major
Doctors eventually told Arorgans in her body. She went scott and the family that his sisback to St. Anthony’s Hospital ter’s cancer had spread too
to her original oncologist who much to operate. Instead of
then referred her to the Moffitt staying in hospice, Thompson
Cancer Center.
chose to remain in the comfort
The cancer was left un- of her own home. She passed
treated for months while away on Jan. 6.
Thompson and her family

BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – The third
annual Just Girl Talk and the inaugural Sisters Kin-nect conferences, under the City of St.
Petersburg’s My Brother’s and
Sister’s Keeper Initiative, got underway March 22 at the historic
Coliseum.
The morning and afternoon
programs were geared toward
eighth through 12th graders.
With breakout sessions such as
Level Up, which endeavored to
empower the young ladies to become their best selves, and Secure
Your Bag, an interactive financial
empowerment workshop, the students received a crash course in
“adulting.”
Urban Affairs Director for the
City of St. Pete Nikki Gaskin
Capehart said she enjoys helping
coordinate the conferences each
year. She works closely with Dr.
Valerie Brimm and the Office of
Strategic Partnership to identify
youths that would most benefit
from the information.
This year, more than 200
young ladies from south county
schools were privileged to listen
to Ramona Smith, a 31-year-old
Houston teacher who beat 30,000
people to become the Toastmasters world champion of public
speaking.
Upon introducing Smith,
Gaskin-Capehart called the champion speaker a “powerhouse.”
“One
who
courageously
passed over 30,000 people to receive such an illustrious honor,”
she said, adding that audiences
truly admire her ability to captivate and connect with people from
across the globe.
Indeed, after becoming the
world champion of public speaking last August, the Cleveland native has visited several countries
for speaking engagements including Qatar, Dubai, Bahrain, Sri
Lanka and India. To those young
women in attendance at the Coliseum, Smith underscored the importance of “owning your
greatness.”

See TASTE, page 9
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COMMUNITY NEWS
James B. Sanderlin –
Neighborhood Family Services Center

Part-Time Youth Worker – Job Posting
Job Opening. Part-Time Youth Worker. Responsible for guiding and
supporting the educational, emotional and social development of youth
6 -14 years of age. High School Diploma or GED with 2 years’ experience. Must be willing to earn the Florida Child Care Staff Credential
within 6 months of employment. Pay is $15.87 per hour with 15 – 20
hours per week. Applicant must pass a level II background screening.

Please send cover letter, resume, transcript or diploma to
social@sanderlinfamilycenter.org by Friday, April 5.

NOW HIRING: YOUTH FARM COLLABORATION MANAGER
The Youth Farm Project in South St. Petersburg is a youth empowerment initiative still in
its formation stage. Following successful models across the country, the vision is for high
school age youth to take on progressive leadership roles on an urban farm while being
trained in entrepreneurship and business, leadership, job readiness, food systems and urban
agriculture, and the culinary arts. The Collaboration Manager will work with 40+ organizations to bring this vision to fruition. Successful candidates will have eight years of combined
education and experience, including two years of experience working with high-level leaders.
To apply, please visit https://www.pinellaseducation.org/about/#career-opportunities.

PICK OF THE WEEK!
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Zetas hold second annual Finer
Womanhood Tea
BY DR. CYNTHIA P.
WHITE
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG –
The Finer Women of Zeta
Gamma Zeta Chapter of
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Incorporated presented its
second annual Finer
Woman Tea Saturday,
March 23 at Lake Vista
Community Center.
With a theme of
southern charm and hospitality, the room was
transformed into a grand
tea parlor with tables
adorned in royal blue and
white, topped with delicate tea sets and fine
China. Our members
were equally resplendent
in hats, fascinators and
gloves as we welcomed
family, friends and honored guests.
For as much fun that
was had, the intent of the
function was support for
our efforts to provide
scholarships opportunities for young ladies graduating high school and
endeavoring to attain postsecondary education.
The founding tenets
of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority,
Inc. is its commitment to
service, scholarship, sisterly love and to live out
the noble concept of finer
womanhood. Our Finer
Womanhood Tea is our
opportunity to widen the
circle of sisterhood by
recognizing trailblazing
women in our community along with honoring
a sister from our sorority
who exhibits all the traits
that identify her as a Zeta
in addition to going
above and beyond in the
call of duty.
Daphne
Lampley
presided over the festivities. Zeta Gamma Zeta
Chapter president Lisa
Wilson favored us with a
warm welcome and the
occasion. Gibbs High
School senior and Archonette Destiny Perkins
provided a moving rendition of Langston Hughes’
poem “Mother to Son.”
Other Zeta Phi Beta
youth contributed with a
stirring
interpretative
dance.
District 7 Councilwoman and keynote
speaker Lisa WheelerBowman challenged us

as women and as a
broader constituency to
take a stand and right
wrongs, principally as
they affect our marginalized populations such as
the elderly, those living
in or near the poverty
level as well as those
who are challenged with
finding adequate, safe
and affordable housing.
These populations are
least able to advocate on
their own behalf.
Our honorees this
year
included
our
speaker, Wheeler-Bowman, who is also chair of
the city council and has
served on a myriad of
committees with direct
impact on the wellbeing
of south St. Petersburg
residents. She is a
woman of both words
and actions.
Also being recognized for community activism were Empress Tia
Lofton and Mika Slaughter Nelson. Introduced
by Elizabeth Perkins,
Empress Lofton is first a
philanthropist rendering
aid those in need of assistance ranging from living
expenses, funerals and
expenses to begin or
complete educational endeavors.
Through her plus-size
boutique, Lofton donates
to three charity fashion
show fundraisers annually in St. Petersburg.
She is involved in feeding
the homeless, sickle cell
awareness and many
more.
Introduced by Juanita
Wilson, awardee Slaughter Nelson, director of
the St. Petersburg Library System, has served
in that capacity for the
last seven years of her 17

years as an information
professional. Her calling
to be a public servant
comes as a result of her
work in the joint-use academic/public libraries.
In this arena, she has
been able to contribute
to community development by decreasing the
digital
divide
and
poverty gap through
knowledge access.
The Zeta of the Year
award was bestowed
upon Tarsha Hagan, who
not only serves with the
sorority but is engaged in
the community with activities such as volunteering with the St. Anthony’s
Triathlon event, servings
as a mentor for the Girlfriends Program and
serving on the board of
the DOS Cresent Foundation.
Our congratulations
and bests wishes are extended to our award recipients and our thanks
to all who supported our
efforts.
Photography was provided by Blue Crisis Images, catering by Wanda
Stewart and tabletops
provided by Dontae
Mells.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
AFRICAN
AMERICAN
HISTORY

The many faces of Angola

FRONT AND CENTER
BY JENNIFER GAMBLETHEARD, M.ED.
ASALH, Historian

I recently visited the
country of Angola in the
southwest region of
Africa (happily not the
state prison that’s located
in the southern part of
Louisiana). I am currently
a member of a delegation
of African Americans,
who are to this date some
of the only African Americans to ever visit this
grand and wonderful
country.
One of the reasons
that Angola—officially
named the Republic of
Angola—has been off the
main path for African
Americans to visit is because the Portuguese language is spoken, whereas
English is spoken in
many other African countries. English speakers
generally go to other English language countries.
Angola welcomed us
with outstretched and loving arms as the country
commemorated the 400year-mark of our return
home to our origins and
soil of our ancestors. My
words cannot adequately
express the emotional
depth of how we were so
graciously
received.
From police led motorcades to high profile receptions, we were greeted
by heads of state and lavished by provincial dignitaries.
We were met by lines
of people in the countryside waving and singing
as our entourage made its
way to all of our intended
destinations. We were
even showcased on national TV like celebrities.
It’s been utterly amazing

how we were embraced
like lost children who
have come back home
after many years of captivity, now ready and capable to be a part of a rising
nation.
The organized group
of Angolan leaders, who
sponsored our trip, views
African Americans as survivors of cruel persecutions who have endured
during a 400-year absence
that only made us
stronger. Such a title of
strength and endurance
gave the members in our
delegation a distinct purpose that we have begun
to prepare ourselves to
live up to and rise to the
occasion of who and what
they want us to be. Wow!
Now, Angola is currently prospering. The
Angolan power structure
is seeking an AfricanAmerican presence in its
wealth. They don’t want
the rest of the world to
show up with their fingers
in the pot of prosperity
without considering the
descendants of those 35
percent captured and enslaved people that were
taken from Angolan
shores.
Angola lost more people to the slave trade than
any other African country.
First, the strife between a
few distant African empires led to the capturing
of men urged on by the
Portuguese and other European powers. In time,
entire villages disappeared in religious wars
between Christianity and
Islam.
In a final process, waiting along the coastline
were the European slave
traders, ready to take any

human cargo that had
made Angola’s social
structural strength. A
once great African empire
suffered for generations
because of that loss such
as those Africans who
survived the middle passage suffered and endured in strange new
lands far away from
home. If it didn’t kill us
yet, it has only made us
stronger.
Another important detail that adds to a bigger
picture of Angola is that
there was a 30 years civil
war that began in 1975,
immediately after Angola
finally became independent from the brutal colonial rule of Portugal.
Various interludes of war
that even included Russia,
South Africa and Cuba, finally ended in 2002. During the last 17 years, the
country since has experienced peace and prosperity.
Luanda, which is the
massive and beautiful capital city of Angola, has
grown by leaps and
bounds within the last 15
years. It has a population
of 7 million and is an international city with people wheeling and dealing
from all over the world.
Building and construction are going on
everywhere. Under the
leadership of the country’s current president,
João Manuel Gonçalves
Lourenço, money seems
to be flowing in mostly
the right directions; although, the oil industry
there may also have a
heavy hand of influence.
As well, religious institutions are making sure that
the masses can benefit

from the growing prosperity.
On the other side of
the Atlantic Ocean, not
too far away from Florida,
it’s quite interesting how
a
maximum-security
prison farm in Louisiana
got its name. Angola, as it
is called, was named after
a former plantation the
surrounded the territory
around the prison. The
plantation was the destination of many slaves that
were
brought
to
Louisiana from Angola,
Africa.
Eventually, as stated in
the 13th Amendment to
the U.S. Constitution,
slavery and involuntary
servitude, except as punishment for a crime, was
abolished. As a means to
continue slavery under
convict leasing, cash poor,
able-bodied
young
African-American men in
the agricultural economy
of the South were forced
into jail to do convict
labor.
They were leased
from prison to continue
the work of the formerly
enslaved. They were
abused, underfed, subject
to unregulated violence
and sometimes worked to
death under harsh punishment. Although equal
justice measurements of
today have eased mistreatment of the Angolan
inmates in Louisiana, it is
the largest maximum security prison in the U.S.
today and still maintains
remnants of the slave
plantation system.
With knowledge of
some African-American
history, Angolans in
Africa feel a deep kinship.
They are thirsty to know

João Manuel Gonçalves Lourenço
has served as the fourth president
of Angola since Sept. 2017.
more of our many accom- American churches and
plishments. They feel the have a keen observation
pain of our struggles be- that religious leaders procause they can relate to vide the needed leadersimilar experiences in ship
for
the
their own country before African-American comtheir independence.
munities.
Angolans especially
They realize that our
revere the great African- African-American politiAmerican leaders from cians are beacons of light
throughout the centuries, in the midst of political
especially Dr. Martin turmoil. Angolans want
Luther King, Jr. They ad- to get to know us better,
mire our determination not just from a distance.
and fortitude and how we Most importantly, they
organized and used our want to welcome you
know how to work around back home to Africa.
the United States legal Above all, they want you
system in order to main- to know that Africa is ristain our dignity.
ing!
They praise our historJennifer
Gambleically black colleges and Theard, M.Ed. is a retired
universities and want Pinellas County educator
their youth to be a part of in the study of history and
such dynamic education language. She is also the
endeavors. Angolans re- historian for the St. Petersspect and give gratitude burg Branch of ASALH.
to our great African-
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One Community Plan brings business giants to St. Pete
FORUM, from front page

cide that they want to
work with corporations,
they must become certified by the NMSDC as a
minority firm. Corporations then have access to
a large database of minority businesses they can
use.
“The best part is about
the economic impact that
happens when a business
gets a chance,” Ali said.
For this country to be
more competitive in the
global marketplace, we’re
going to have to catalyze
minority businesses, Ali
explained, adding that
though today the U.S. is
perceived as an “economic engine,” countries
such as China and Dubai
are fast approaching.
Johnson, chairman and
founder of Winsonic Holdings, said his company focuses on facility-based
services, which include
telecommunications, entertainment, construction,
plant management, aviation and healthcare.
Johnson stressed the
importance of getting a
good accountant involved
with your business plans
and added there are
banks that have programs
for minority diversity.
“I think it’s critical hav-

ing that accountant take
you right to the next step
of establishing relationships with bankers,” he
said. “Don’t just go and
cash a check. Don’t just
go there to get a loan.”
You need to own at least
60 percent of controlling
interest in your company
to qualify it as a diversity
minority-owned business,
Johnson pointed out.
Ali explained that after
graduating from college,
he went into banking and
underscored the necessity of having a B.A.I.L.
strategy—in which you
need to have a banker, accountant, insurance agent
and a lawyer—to his
mother, who owned a
beauty salon.
“Those are the mitigating risk factors you have
to have to do business,”
Ali said, “no matter what
color you are, no matter
how big a business you
are, even if you got a
paper route! Because if
you throw a paper and it
hits the window and it
breaks, right? So remember, in all of your businesses—I don’t care if it’s
a shoe shine or a big corporation—you need to
have B.A.I.L.”
Johnson agreed and

said that he found that
personal discipline by
working closely with an
accountant, and it allowed
him to notch a diversity
contract for quality control for the Motown production company.
Ali recalled his days
as a point guard for the
University of North Carolina basketball teams in
summing up the importance of collaboration.
“Every player plays a
different position,” he
said, “but for us to win
we’ve got to win together.”
Building a plan is part
of an ecosystem of development, he noted, and
this country didn’t get to
where it did overnight.
“It was an ecosystem
of development that built
all these riches for people
who are rich,” he said.
The solid foundation
of a sturdy plan is paramount to succeeding.
“Being
successful
does not happen without
the architect of a plan,” Ali
said.
He told the audience
not to get offended by the
structural system that will
say, “Your dreams are not
worthy,” he cautioned.
“Because somebody told

Collective Empowerment Group of the Tampa Bay Area’s Imam Askia
Muhammad Aquil, Winston Johnson and Farad Ali
that to Google and Apple
and YouTube and Microsoft and Twitter,” he
averred.
And as for personalities clashing, get over it!
You must learn to work together in a business sense
and leave personal matters at the door.
“In business, first understand you are not
going to do anything by
yourself,” said Ali. “Secondly, you’re going to

have to deal with some
other people, so find
them—cooperative—and
build a relationship that’s
built on trust. You’re
going to have tough
times, but if they are good
enough to do the deal and
close the deal, get the
deal done.”
“The event was truly
the product of teamwork,”
said Gypsy Gallardo, CEO
of The 2020 Plan team,
which is spearheading the

One Community Plan development process.
In addition to the financial sponsors and organizers who made the
vision a reality, Gallardo
credits HarleyOutlaw™
for their dynamic event
design skills. April Harley
and Kory Outlaw recently
founded the new firm during their terms as One
Community Plan Development Committee members.
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Florida Democrats hire young
people of color to win 2020

Girls Who Code goes beyond
programming

STATEWIDE
–
Florida Democrats will invest millions in the future
of the Sunshine State by
engaging its diverse
youth looking for change.
The goal is to train college
students to deliver victory
to Floridians. The party’s
plan to recruit student organizers is just one piece
of the larger plan for victory in 2020.
The Florida Democratic Party also announced it would spend
$2 million on voter registration, commit to registering 200,000 voters and
working with Andrew
Gillum and partner organizations to increase voter
registration by a million
voters.
Organizing Corps will
pay and train students to
create a pathway to victory in Florida by creating
a new electoral voter registration, and outreach
that will change Florida.
Juan Penalosa, executive
director of the Florida
Democratic Party and an
advisory board member
of the Org Corps 2020,
called the organizing program “crucial in turning
Florida Blue in 2020.”
Corps members will
be flown to Chicago for a
week of training with national experts, and then
return to Florida to take
part in an eight-week program while receiving a

BY ANTHONY NOLFI
Neighborhood News
Bureau

FAMU students Cortney Steward and Kiera M.
Walker apply for Organizing Corp, training and
outreach program initiative that will employ
students of color in voter engagement and
participation in Florida and other 2020
battleground states.
$4,000 stipend.
Students must be juniors
to
apply
at
https://www.organizingcorps2020.com by the
April 8 deadline.
According to Penalosa, “Florida Democrats saw record youth
involvement and turnout
in 2018, and the FDP Organizing Corps will allow
us to build on youth outreach and engagement. It
is key to expanding our
base and ensure that
Florida Democrats have a
strong field program
ready to support our presidential nominee on day
one.”
Organizing
Corps
2020 is a national program
led by the Democratic National Committee (DNC).

Groups working on the
project
include
the
Human Rights Campaign,
Victory Fund, Disability
Action for America, Asian
American Action Fund
and Pay Our Interns.
The party wants to engage communities of
color and the LGBTQ
community because they
are the face of the future.
The Florida program
seeks to recruit college
students who reside in or
around Fort Lauderdale,
Miami, Orlando and
Tampa.
The national program
will also have students
working in Phoenix, Atlanta, Detroit, Charlotte,
N.C., Fayetteville, N.C.,
Philadelphia and Milwaukee.

A call for a fair NAACP election
Dear Editor:
When I was a young
teenager, I brought a trophy home to show to my
mom, and she knew I had
cheated to win it. She
made me give it back and
told me, “Murrays don’t
celebrate cheating and
winning by underhanded
tactics. We win by our integrity, strengths, morals,
skill and honest competition.”
At the NAACP election, many witnessed unfairness and outright
cheating and lying. They
were disenfranchised with
the process and actually
left before voting. Some of
my supporters were even
turned away from voting
when they were card-carrying members of the
branch.
The very first order of
business at the general
nominating meeting was a
declaration by the national
office representative that I
was not eligible to run for
office. This person rendered my candidacy illegitimate for more than an
hour and a half, during
which time many of my
supporters left when they
came to vote for me because they were told I
would not be on the ballot.
After reaffirming that I
was not eligible to run for
office, the national representative collected the
nomination forms and left
the sanctuary to confirm
the nominees and prepare
the
ballots.
Maria
Scruggs, the current president, who was also running for president went
into the office and engaged in a private conversation with the national
representative. A member
opened the door to the
back office and advised
the national representative that they felt the private conversation was

inappropriate, and she left
the
back
room.
About 40 minutes later,
the national representative returned and announced that he had been
in touch with the national
office and was told that I
was indeed eligible to run
for office, something that
I had already told him and
offered to show him an
email validating my eligibility from the national office.
This all happened approximately two hours
after the elections were
scheduled to begin. We
have no way of knowing
how many of my supporters left during this next 40
minutes of delay, but the
numbers were well over
50. I lost by 14 votes—do
the math.
These improprieties
disenfranchised many of
my supporters, and I plan
to remain a voice for them.
These supporters along
with myself have filed a
complaint and grievance
with the national office.
We obtained the necessary signatures of many
members of the St. Pete
branch.
I vow to fight this injustice until the end. We are
respectfully requesting for
a new election with a better process for nominations and creation of
ballots so that the voting
begins on time and all
members can exercise
their right to vote.
We feel that given
these facts, there is a reasonable probability that
the outcome of the election will be different if a
new election is held without the delays and distractions
and
other
improprieties we experienced on Thursday,
March 14. The election
was tainted, and so were

the results of the presidency. The NAACP is supposed
to
be
an
organization that supports
and respects voter rights.
Ever since my mom
made me give that unearned trophy back, her
lesson about integrity has
garnered my children and
I many earned awards. At
the end of the day, my integrity is very important
to me. I stand for godliness and righteousness at
all times. I’ve taught my
children that, I lead by example and I surround myself with like-minded
people.
At what cost will you
go to in order to win? It
costs zero dollars to have
integrity, but integrity
seems to be in low demand and low supply
these days. Integrity is the
quality of being honest
and having strong moral
principles and moral uprightness.
Make sure that the
people in your inner circle
have integrity. Sometimes
you win by losing because
you maintain your integrity and you keep your
soul intact. I’m free. To
win at any cost is not to
win at all.
My supporters and I
are not going anywhere. I
feel God, who is a God of
justice, is satisfied with
our demand for fairness
and righteousness—who
wouldn’t be?
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ST. PETERSBURG –
Creating an entirely new
app or website from
scratch may sound like a
massive undertaking, but
if a group of sixth graders
can achieve it, anything’s
possible.
Girls Who Code is a
wide-reaching program
that teaches girls as
young as elementary
school to college level
students coding, web
management skills, and a
slew of other helpful developmental traits.
“The American Library Association considers
computational
thinking, such as coding,
to be a new core literacy,”
stated Mandy Morris, the
Youth Services Coordinator at the James Weldon
Johnson Library. “It’s become very big in libraries
to see these types of programs.”
This year marked the
third session of the 10week program at the library, with the program
ending April 17. The previous two sessions were
held in the spring and fall
of 2018.
According to the organization’s
website,
more than 90,000 girls
have participated in the
program, in which creativity and teamwork
take center stage.
The founder of the
program, Reshma Saujani, stated that the Girls
Who Code hopes to
“achieve gender parity in
computer science by
2027,” and that the program is on track to reach
that goal.
For now, the Johnson
library is the only public
library in the area that
holds the program,
though there are several
other classes in the area.
A group of sixth
graders made up the
core of the session, filling
a small classroom-sized

Photo courtesy of the City of St. Petersburg.

room within the library,
which was overseen by
two facilitators of the
Youth Program.
Using App Lab from
Code.org, Anthony Pepper and Paige WestFisher, facilitators of the
programs alongside Morris, run through the lessons for the day,
highlighting a woman in
tech. The girls in the
class, each seated with
their respective computers, then discuss the
achievements and skills
shown to them.
On the subject of creating to-do lists and meeting deadlines, each of the
girls volunteers her own
way of staying on task
and whom they would go
to have confidential discussions with.
And all of this happens well before the coding talk begins.
“What’s great about
the program is that it
teaches the girls not just
technical skills, but also
project
management
skills… teamwork skills
and leadership skills,”
Morris said.
The program, Morris
explained, is tailored toward the girls, making
each session different.
The young ladies decide
on a problem or issue,
ranging from a community-based complaint or
an academic obstacle to
tackle and develop an app
or website to solve the
problem.
Last year, for exam-

ple, the girls who participated worked on an app
called Fabulous Hair
Everywhere,
which
would allow a user to
enter in a hair type. A list
of recommended products would be brought up
in accordance with what
was entered.
Participants choose
their projects and work at
their own pace to solve
the issues they take a
personal interest in and
use the technical skills
they’ve cultivated together as a class to learn
and grow.
“A big part of the program is teaching girls to
be brave, not perfect,”
Morris said. “It gives
them the confidence,
even if they make a mistake, to get up and try
again.”
Girls Who Code is
free for the public for
anyone who is interested
and runs for about an
hour and a half. The program is for school-aged
girls with a hankering to
meld tech skills with creativity in a teamworkbased atmosphere.
Log on to girlswhocode.com for more
information and to find
out when and where the
next sessions are taking
place.
Anthony Nolfi is a student reporter in the Neighborhood News Bureau of
the University of South
Florida St. Petersburg.
Visit nnbnews.com for
more info.

Melrose Elementary new building
opening
ST. PETERSBURG —
Phase I renovations at
Melrose Elementary has
been completed and is
now being used by students and staff. Phase I
included a two-story
classroom building with
24 classrooms, seven resource rooms and Physical Education Building. It
also included a covered
and uncovered play area
for students.
Phase II of the project
includes demolishing the
existing two-story classroom building and replacing it with a two-story
building that will house

the school’s administration, cafeteria, media center and art and music
rooms. Phase II is expected to be completed
by March 2020.
In the final phase, the
existing administration
and cafeteria buildings

will be demolished. New
visitors and staff parking,
as well as a new parent
drop-off loop, will be created. The entire $25.6
million projected is expected to be completed in
June 2020.
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Academic excellence reigned at the second annual Great Debate
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – “I
do not want to see you all in
the courtroom because y’all
would beat me up every
time,” said Police Chief Anthony Holloway at the second annual Great Debate
for middle and high school
students.
These young ladies and
men displayed their oratorical and research skills on
current and controversial
topics on the Palladium
Theater’s main stage on
March 20. Despite their
personal viewpoints on the
subject matters, they were
able to argue their side with
expert knowledge and
sometimes even wit.
Made possible by the
AKA AKAdemy in partnership with the Youth Development Foundation of Pinellas
County, the Great Debate is
the brainchild of Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.
Zeta Upsilon Omega Chapter’s Dr. Delphinia Davis.
She said the sorority incorporated debating as one of
their signature programs because it helps students develop skills that will enable
them to be more engaged
and have the ability to discuss current political and
global issues.
Throughout the process,

students learned to argue
opposing viewpoints effectively, which encourages
them to utilize questioning,
reasoning, critical thinking
and logic skills. The debate
coaches challenged each
student to intellectually engage with relevant material
that promotes problem-solving and innovative thinking.
They also helped their students build links between
words and ideas that make
concepts more meaningful.
Helping coach the middle school scholars were
James Jackson, III (Omega
Psi Phi Fraternity) and
AKA member Brandi
Williams-Miller on the
topic: Should an embryo be
considered a human life?
The
high
school
coaches, Ste’Phan Lane
(Omega Psi Phi Fraternity)
and AKA member Sandra
Patterson helped their
charges with the topic:
Should a person be required
to use a public restroom according to the gender of
their birth or the gender
they currently identify with?
This year’s judges included Chief Holloway, Boe
Norwood, director of Pinellas Technical College St.
Pete campus, Michelle
Ligon, spokeswoman for the
St. Petersburg Housing Authority and attorneys Carrie

Pilon and Brandon Williams.
All five judges marveled at
how each scholar argued
well beyond their years.
“You all are exceptional,” said Williams. “You
all are beyond the norm. As
an attorney, I don’t think
I’ve gone up against any
African-American attorney
yet as an attorney. I’ve seen
more people on the other
side when I go into the
courtroom versus actually
being in the box going up
against another attorney.”
Pilon echoed Williams’
sentiments by challenging
the students to become
lawyers. “I think you were
almost as good as or better
than most lawyers I see on
a daily basis.”
With charisma and confidence, these future leaders
married
factual
evidence with emotional
conviction. The art of rhetoric was mastered on that
stage, but there could only
be one winner.
For the middle schoolers, the team that debated
against an embryo being
considered a human life
took home top honors
(Coach Jackson, III), and
the high school team that
argued in the negative on
the gender/restroom discussion (Coach Lane)
came out on top.

This year’s judges included (L-R) Michelle Ligon, Brandon Williams, Boe
Norwood, Carrie Pilon and Anthony Holloway
The event raised more
than $4,500 to be distributed in the form of scholarships among participating
students, but Chief Holloway stepped in at the last
minute and brought the
total to $6,000. He also
pledged to contribute to
next year’s debate.
Coach James Jackson’s
Scholars: Ra’nyah Brinson,
Collin Brown, Mykenzi
Davis-Cowart, Zoei Johnson, Malcolm Woods
Coach Brandi WilliamsMiller’s Scholars: Kianna

Chambers, Judah Gore,
Nandi Lynch, Erin Shepherd, Michael Thomas
Coach Sandra Patterson’s Scholars: Kennedy
Gray, Cur’necia Martin, Jenesis
Richardson,
Xiomaura-Nicole Richardson, Tyazyah Shivers
Coach Ste’Phan Lane’s
Scholars: Zaniya Biddings,
Taylor Cooper, Zharia King,
Lauryn Latimer, Richelle
Still, Jalen White
About the Youth Development Foundation
The Youth Develop-

ment Foundation of Pinellas County, Inc. is a 501(c)3
non-profit organization, established by the local chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Inc. to provide programming activities that
will enhance the quality of
life for targeted youth and
families in Pinellas County.
The programming focuses
on education and scholarships, health, the arts, the
family unit and fosters economic and community development.

Middle school winning team coached by Coach Jackson, III

Second place middle school team coached by Brandi Williams-Miller

High school winning team coached by Ste’Phan Lane

Second place high school team coached by Sandra Patterson

St. Pete stormed the state capitol
BY JABAAR EDMONDS
Contributor

TALLAHASSEE – On
March 20, some of St.
Pete’s finest took over the
state capitol. More than 50
of the Sunshine City’s
community leaders, entrepreneurs and caring citizens advocated for issues
affecting our growing
town.
Mayor Rick Kriseman,
Councilmembers Darden
Rice, Steve Kornell and

Charlie Gerdes along with
St. Petersburg Chamber
of Commerce’s Chris
Steinocher,
Pinellas
County Urban League’s
Watson Haynes and many
others all had the opportunity to lobby for the best
interest of the city.
After the work, came
some play time. A St. Pete
themed party with Lakewood High School’s guitar
band and 3 Daughters
Brewing Company in the
courtyard helped state po-

litical figures loosen up
and networked with residents as Zen Glass Studio
& Gallery represented the
city’s vibrant arts community.
Never before, I feel,
has St. Pete sent such diverse representation to
lobby for our needs. Not
only was this an amazing
opportunity to show Tallahassee what’s vital to our
town, but relationships
were forged and will continue to grow in the future.

Photo by Jonah Gilmore
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Summer Bridge begins Tuesday, June 11
Reading, Math and
Science
The Summer Bridge Elementary School Program is
for students currently in
kindergarten through fourth
grade. The program is especially beneficial for students
who are performing below
grade level in reading or
math or need additional help
to stay on track. Current fifthgraders will be assigned to
Summer Bridge schools
based on their assigned middle schools.
Summer Bridge offers
engaging reading, math and
science activities and individualized instruction. Lessons
blend technology, small
group instruction, hands-on
experiments and projectbased learning.
For more information,
contact Elementary Education at 727-588-6443.
Transportation: Parents
will be responsible for providing transportation for their
children.
Dates: June 11 - July 18
Hours: 8:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m
Days:
Monday
Thursday
Apply now at reservation.pcsb.org!
Please share special
healthcare or medical needs
for your child with your Summer Bridge school.
Food Service: Breakfast

and lunch will be served.
Breakfast will be available at
no charge to students. Students may bring bottled
water.
Before and Aftercare: Childcare is available
from 6:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. and
all day on Friday. Parents interested in childcare must
complete registration packets, which can be requested
from the providers serving
each elementary school.
Visit pcsb.org/Page/
4036 for program locations
and childcare options.
Middle School Summer Bridge
Reading, Math, Science and Social Studies
The Summer Bridge
Middle School Program is for
current fifth-, sixth- and seventh-grade students who are
performing below grade
level in reading and/or math
or need additional help to
stay on track. Fifth-graders
will be assigned to Summer
Bridge schools based on
their assigned middle
schools.
Students take part in engaging reading, math, science and social studies
activities. Lessons blend technology, small group instruction, hands-on experiments
and project-based learning.
The program will also
prepare students for success
in middle school social stud-

ies, and specifically, the seventh-grade Civics course.
Topics include the structure
and function of government,
rights and responsibilities of
citizens, geographic awareness and community structures.
For information about
Summer Bridge programs, contact Dr. Dywayne B. Hinds, executive
director, Middle School
Education, at 727-588-6453
or HINDSDY@pcsb.org.
Apply
now
at reservation.pcsb.org!
Transportation: Parents
will be responsible for providing transportation for their
children.
Dates: June 11 - July 18
Hours: 8:30 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m.
Days:
Monday
–
Thursday
Students will generally be
assigned a Summer Bridge
site based on their assigned
middle schools. Parents can
select a different site if it is
more convenient.
Visit pcsb.org/Page/
4037 for middle school locations and childcare options.
Middle School Course
Recovery
The Middle School
Course Recovery program is
offered for middle school students who were previously
not successful in completing
a middle school core course.

Course recovery courses will
be offered in math, science,
social studies and language
arts. Students should check
with their guidance counselor for eligibility. Transportation will not be
provided. For more information, contact Dr. Dywayne B.
Hinds, Executive Director,
Middle School Education, at
727-588-6453 or via email
at hindsdy@pscb.org.
Summer Bridge High
School Program
Many Summer Bridge
high school programs begin
Tuesday, June 11.
Summer Bridge is for
students who are performing
below grade level in reading
or math and need extra support. The program puts students on a stronger path to
success when the next
school year begins. For information on all programs, call
High School Education at
(727) 588-6302.
Transportation: Parents
will be responsible for providing transportation for their
children.
Dates: June 11 - July 18
Hours: 8:30am 12:30pm
Days: Monday –
Thursday
Apply now at reservation.pcsb.org!
Please share special
healthcare or medical needs
for your child with your Sum-

mer Bridge school.
Freshmen Prep
For current eighthgraders:
• Learn about and
sign-up for sports, clubs,
extracurricular activities
• Get to know the
school campus and get
your locker
• Participate in fun
group projects that are of
interest to you
• Meet other incoming
freshmen
Sign up for one session:
Hours: 8:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m.
Days: Monday-Thursday
Session 1: June 11-20
Session 2: June 24- July 3
Session 3: July 8-18
Questions? Call 727-5886302.
ACT/SAT Prep
This program is for current 10th- and 11th-graders
who need to pass the 10th
Grade Florida Standards Assessment for English Language Arts or earn a

comparable score on the
ACT or SAT so they can
graduate on time. The goal of
ACT/SAT Prep is to improve
English and reading skills so
students can pass the assessment required for graduation. Students will have the
opportunity to take the ACT
on July 21 at no cost to them.
Algebra 1 EOC Preparation
This program is for current ninth, 10th and 11th
graders who have failed the
spring Algebra End of
Course assessment. The program provides students with
prescriptive assistance and
practice to close gaps in algebra skills or content knowledge. Students will earn a ½
credit in an Algebra 1 Credit
Recovery (elective).
Credit Recover y Program
The credit recovery program is not part of Summer
Bridge. Registration information will be provided soon.
Visit www.pcsb.org/
Page/4038 for locations.

Youth Development funds now available
BY FAYE TIPPY
Columnist

ST. PETERSBURG –
Youth development programs are always needed,
and outreach to the youth
community takes shape in
many ways. The City of St.
Petersburg is making
strides to help established
groups reach their goals in
this endeavor. The city is
currently accepting applications for this year’s cycle of
Youth Development Grants.
Starting in the summer
of 2016, the Youth Development Grant program is the
fourth component of the My
Brother’s and Sister’s
Keeper (MBSK) initiative.
Other programs beneath
the MBSK umbrella include
Not My Son community
canvass intervention efforts,
the Cohort of Champions
training initiatives and the
Just Girls Talk conference.
Mayor Rick Kriseman
had this to say, “I remain
fully committed to the
young people of the Sunshine City. My administration will continue to develop

innovative, creative ways to
provide opportunities for
young people, especially
those at-risk. Through the
My Brother’s and Sister’s
Keeper initiative, we will
help young people develop
marketable skills and expand job training opportunities. And we will do all of this
while collaborating with our
community partners. I hope
you will consider joining us.”
The purpose of the
Youth Program Development Grant is to provide
support and build the capacity of non-profit organizations engaged in projects
and programs that seek to
improve the lives of at-risk
children and youth within
the municipal boundaries of
the City of St. Petersburg.
The grant is designed to
offer funding to non-profit
organizations in good standing that have developed specific projects or programs to
address the following areas
of concern:
• Entering school ready
to learn
• Reading at grade level
by third grade

• Graduating from high
school prepared for, life, college and career
• Accessing and completing career-relevant training
• Addressing the health
and well-being
The targeted population
of the project or program
must be youth who are less
likely to successfully transition into adulthood and
achieve economic self-sufficiency or academic success.
The funds will be available in the minimum
amount of $1,500 up to the
maximum amount of
$15,000. There are no restrictions on the scope of the
project or program for
which support is requested
as long as it fits within the
goals of the grant. The
amount distributed to successful applicants is within
the sole discretion of the
mayor based on the budget
submitted for the project or
program.
Only one application per
organization will be accepted. Organizations that
offer multiple projects or

Last year, the City of St. Petersburg awarded $250,000 in grants
to 35 local non-profit organizations that provide services
to at-risk youth. Photo taken last year on steps of City Hall.
programs may submit one
application with multiple individual descriptions and
budgets for each project or
program. Proposals may
range from requests for
funding of entire projects or
components of a larger project.
A variety of organizations have received funding
in the past such as Keep St.
Pete Lit, which celebrates
and promotes St. Pete’s literary community through the
arts and education.
Last year they received
the Youth Program Devel-

opment Grant to pilot a creative writing program in
local schools. Right now,
they serve 120 children a
week and have two teachers
that go to different schools
and community centers to
teach poetry and writing.
Founder and Executive
Director Maureen McDole
feels that by them creating a
safe environment where
children are valued and empowered, they will keep
coming back again and
again.
“I’m grateful that the city
gave us the opportunity, and

I absolutely recommend
that other people apply for
this grant,” McDole said.
Applications for the program are available online
now at stpete.org/MBSK.
Applicants should register at
mbsk-ydg.smapply.org. Applications are due Tuesday,
April 23.
For more information
about the Youth Development Grant, contact Leah
McRae, director of Education and Community Engagement
at
Leah.McRae@stpete.orgx

On the Scene
with Faye
We built this

BY FAYE TIPPY
Anyone who knows
me knows I love the television show “Blackish.” It
is a sitcom that features
the upwardly mobile
African-American Johnson family.
The show’s main character, portrayed by Anthony Anderson, is Andre
“Dre” Johnson, who is an
advertising executive,
and his wife Rainbow,
played by Tracee Ellis
Ross, is a doctor.
The Johnsons often
struggle with the assimilation of their black family
and what success means
to their children as they
live life in a mostly white
suburb.
I love how the halfhour comedy manages to
weave history into many
of its episodes. Superbly
written by Kenya Barris,
the show provides conversation starters with
whites about touchy is-

sues such as racism—
that ugly word that just
won’t go away—and police brutality.
The show also gives
words to issues black
folks have within the race
as well such as colorism,
HBCUs versus majority
institutions, biracial identity, etc. With humor,
depth and wit, every
week they bring relevant
issues to the forefront
most often with historical
perspectives.
My favorite episode is
the season four premiere
dealing with Juneteenth.
In a musical presentation
entitled “We Built This,”
they creatively demonstrated black people’s
contributions to this nation.
In less than two minutes, it reminds—or in
some cases teaches—us
how enslaved Africans
provided the free labor

that built the foundations
and institutions of these
United States. It stresses
the agriculture and cotton
industry that was the
basis of the southern
economy; railroads, universities and colleges,
and even more importantly the White House,
the Capitol and many of
the monuments in Washington, D.C., the seat of
government for the country.
As I reflect on the
episode, I am reminded
that Michelle Obama
brought this often forgotten fact up to the nation in
her 2016 speech at the
Democratic National Convention in Philadelphia.
“That is the story of
this country, the story
that has brought me to
this stage tonight, the
story of generations of
people who felt the lash of
bondage, the shame of

servitude, the sting of
segregation, but who kept
on striving and hoping
and doing what needed to
be done so that today I
wake up every morning
in a house that was built
by slaves. And I watch my
daughters, two beautiful,
intelligent, black young
women playing with their
dogs on the White House
lawn.”
Buried history reveals
that both slaves and free
blacks helped erect the
nation’s capital. The
Smithsonian
Institute
documents this history
such as Phillip Reid, an
enslaved man who cast
the Statute of Freedom
that sits atop the Capitol
building.
Another buried black
historical figure who
helped build Washington,
D.C., is Benjamin Banneker (1731- 1806). Without
Banneker,

Washington would not
exist as it does now. After
the Frenchman (Pierre
L’Enfant) that George
Washington hired to design the city suddenly
quit the job after a yeartaking the plans with him
by the way- it was Banneker who from memory
reproduced the layout
plans in detail in two days,
which included the
streets, parks and monuments.
Because
of
the

transatlantic slave trade,
us Africans living in
America have a complicated and painful relationship with this country. We
have accomplishments
and brilliancies in our
story despite the horrendous means that brought
our ancestors here.
And make no mistake
about it, we built this!
To reach Faye Tippy,
email ftippy@theweeklychallenger.com
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
‘Crumbs from the Table of Joy’ examines a motherless family’s
transition from Pensacola to Brooklyn
BY J.A. JONES
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Fantastic theater is happening in St. Pete, as
freeFall Theatre presents
two-time Pulitzer-winning
playwright Lynn Nottage’s “Crumbs from the
Table of Joy through”
April 14.
A memory play that focuses on the relocation of
a widowed African-American father and his two
teenaged daughters from
Pensacola to Brooklyn,
N.Y., it’s a funny, poignant
and fast-moving comingof-age tale that’s well-deserving of the ticket price.

Set in 1950, Nottage’s
period piece soars, not
only due to her subtly
masterful writing but
equally because Jacqueline Thompson’s visually
inspired and action-driven
directing, as well as pitchperfect performances by
the stellar cast.
The play’s title is taken
from a line in Langston
Hughes’ poem “Luck:”
Sometimes a crumb
falls
From the tables of joy
Sometimes a bone is
flung
To some people
Love is given
To others
Only heaven.

Playing off Hughes’
spare and beautiful, if cynical, view of life for blacks
in America, Nottage’s play
on heaven is sometimes illustrated by its oft-discussed historical figure,
Father Divine, the real life
founder, or depending
who you ask, charlatan -of Brooklyn’s International Peace Mission
Movement in the 1920s
(still active on Facebook
today, oddly enough).
The play’s heroine, 17year-old
Ernestine
Crump, is marvelously
portrayed by the shining
Alicia Thomas. Narrating
the piece, she guides the
audience through the

evening via daydreams
and flashbacks. Thomas
more than succeeds in the
play’s challenging lead
role – she moves through
the theater space with
confidence as the often bemused and ever-curious
Ernestine, who is desirous
of explanations for the
strange experiences befalling herself and her
family.
Younger sister Ermina, less sharp but ultimately more street savvy,
is played boisterously by
Rae Davis and father Godfrey, a decent but frightened man, who turns to
the mysterious and murky
Father Divine, is delivered

tenderly and heartbreakingly by Michael Kinney.
The ensemble is
rounded out by Trenell
Mooring, who does well
as the rebellious, intelligent and always “in search
of” Aunt Lily – an activist
and Communist sympathizer who shows up, ostensibly to help care for
the girls, but who is more
clearly in need of her own
mooring.
Finally, Emilee Dupre
is likable and passionate as
Gerte Crump, the white
German interloper who
marries into the family. Although
the
actress
seemed to struggle pulling
off Gerte’s German accent

(it sounded French at
times), her portrayal overall was effective.
The production runs
two more weekends
through April 14, and you
won’t be disappointed by
this evening of quirky
characters who find themselves wading through
cultural clashes, social
changes and questions of
faith and identity.
“Crumbs from the
Table of Joy” is at freeFall
Theatre, 6099 Central
Ave., until Sunday, April
14. Call (727) 498-5205 or
visit freefalltheatre.com.
To reach J.A. Jones,
email jjones@theweeklychallenger.com
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áâÏâÓáµÆ·È¸·ºÀ»µÁ¸ÁÇÂ·Â¾ÂÍÇ·ÈÌÏÜÒÊµ½ÜÝàÒÓàâÝÓÏàÜâÖÓÇÞÓÑ×ÏÚ½ÜâÓàÓáâÆÏâÓÝÔ`^f°(ÇÞÓÑ×ÏÚÆÏâÓ)çÝãÛãáâÒÓÞÝá×âr`c^^^×ÜÜÓåÛÝÜÓç(ÔàÝÛáÝãàÑÓáÝãâá×ÒÓÝÔËÓÚÚáºÏàÕÝ¶ÏÜÙÂµÝà×âáÏûÚ×ÏâÓá)âÝâÖÓÓÜàÝÚÚÓÒáÏä×ÜÕáÏÑÑÝãÜâÏÜÒÛÏ×ÜâÏ×ÜÏÛ×Ü×ÛãÛÒÏ×Úç
ÏÑÑÝãÜâÐÏÚÏÜÑÓÝÔr`c^^^âÖàÝãÕÖÝãââÖÓâÓàÛÝÔâÖ×áÝøÓàÈÖÓÑÝààÓáÞÝÜÒ×ÜÕµÜÜãÏÚÄÓàÑÓÜâÏÕÓÍ×ÓÚÒ(µÄÍ)ÔÝàâÖ×áÝøÓà×á`_^°ÈÖÓÇÞÓÑ×ÏÚÆÏâÓå×ÚÚÐÓÏÞÞÚ×ÓÒâÝâÖÓÓÜàÝÚÚÓÒáÏä×ÜÕáÏÑÑÝãÜâÔÝàÏÞÓà×ÝÒÝÔ_`ÛÝÜâÖááâÏàâ×ÜÕÝÜâÖÓÒÏâÓâÖÓÏÑÑÝãÜâ×áÓÜàÝÚÚÓÒ×ÜâÖÓÝøÓà¼ÝåÓäÓàÔÝà
ÏÜçÒÏçÒãà×ÜÕâÖÏâ_`ÛÝÜâÖÞÓà×ÝÒâÖÏââÖÓÒÏ×ÚçÏÑÑÝãÜâÐÏÚÏÜÑÓ×áÚÓááâÖÏÜâÖÓr`c^^^Û×Ü×ÛãÛâÖÓÇÞÓÑ×ÏÚÆÏâÓå×ÚÚÜÝâÏÞÞÚçÏÜÒâÖÓ×ÜâÓàÓáâàÏâÓå×ÚÚàÓäÓàââÝâÖÓáâÏÜÒÏàÒ×ÜâÓàÓáâàÏâÓÏÞÞÚ×ÑÏÐÚÓâÝçÝãàÄÚÏâ×ÜãÛÇÏä×ÜÕáÏÑÑÝãÜâµáÝÔ^`*_c*`^_gâÖÓáâÏÜÒÏàÒ×ÜâÓàÓáâàÏâÓÏÜÒµÄÍ
ÔÝàÏÄÚÏâ×ÜãÛÇÏä×ÜÕáÏÑÑÝãÜâ×ÜµÆ·È¸·ºÀ»µÁ¸ÁÇÂ·Â¾ÂÍÇ·ÈÌÏÜÒÊµå×âÖÏÜÏÑÑÝãÜâÐÏÚÏÜÑÓÝÔr^^_ÏÜÒÏÐÝäÓ×á^^c°(^^c°µÄÍ)¹ÏÑÖâ×ÓàáÖÝåÜàÓúÓÑâáâÖÓÑãààÓÜâÛ×Ü×ÛãÛÒÏ×ÚçÑÝÚÚÓÑâÓÒÐÏÚÏÜÑÓàÓßã×àÓÒâÝÝÐâÏ×ÜâÖÓÏÞÞÚ×ÑÏÐÚÓµÄÍ½ÜâÓàÓáâ×áÑÝÛÞÝãÜÒÓÒÒÏ×ÚçÏÜÒ
ÞÏ×ÒÛÝÜâÖÚçÈÖÓÏÛÝãÜâÝÔ×ÜâÓàÓáâÓÏàÜÓÒ×áÐÏáÓÒÝÜâÖÓÒÏ×ÚçÑÝÚÚÓÑâÓÒÐÏÚÏÜÑÓá×ÜâÖÓÏÑÑÝãÜâÉÞÝÜâÖÓÓæÞ×àÏâ×ÝÜÝÔâÖÓ_`ÛÝÜâÖÞàÝÛÝâ×ÝÜÏÚÞÓà×ÝÒáâÏÜÒÏàÒ×ÜâÓàÓáâàÏâÓáÏÞÞÚçÁ×Ü×ÛãÛâÝÝÞÓÜÏÄÚÏâ×ÜãÛÇÏä×ÜÕáÏÑÑÝãÜâ×ár`cµÛÝÜâÖÚçáÓàä×ÑÓÔÓÓÝÔr_`ÏÞÞÚ×Óá×ÜÏÜçÛÝÜâÖâÖÓ
ÏÑÑÝãÜâÔÏÚÚáÐÓÚÝåÏrac^^Û×Ü×ÛãÛÒÏ×ÚçÐÏÚÏÜÑÓºÓÓáÛÏçàÓÒãÑÓÓÏàÜ×ÜÕá½ÜâÓàÓáâàÏâÓáÏàÓäÏà×ÏÐÚÓÏÜÒáãÐØÓÑââÝÑÖÏÜÕÓå×âÖÝãâÜÝâ×ÑÓËÓÚÚáºÏàÕÝÛÏçÚ×Û×ââÖÓÏÛÝãÜâçÝãÒÓÞÝá×ââÝÏÄÚÏâ×ÜãÛÇÏä×ÜÕáÏÑÑÝãÜââÝÏÜÏÕÕàÓÕÏâÓÝÔr_Û×ÚÚ×ÝÜÃøÓàÜÝâÏäÏ×ÚÏÐÚÓâÝÄà×äÏâÓ¶ÏÜÙ×ÜÕÝàËÓÏÚâÖ
ÑãáâÝÛÓàá`µÜÜãÏÚÄÓàÑÓÜâÏÕÓÍ×ÓÚÒ(µÄÍ)×áÓøÓÑâ×äÓÔÝàÏÑÑÝãÜâáÝÞÓÜÓÒÐÓâåÓÓÜ^a*`c*`^_gâÝ^c*a_*`^_gÈÖÓ__#ÛÝÜâÖÂÓå¸ÝÚÚÏà·¸áÞÓÑ×ÏÚàÓßã×àÓáÏÛ×Ü×ÛãÛÝÔr`c^^^ÐàÝãÕÖââÝËÓÚÚáºÏàÕÝÔàÝÛáÝãàÑÓáÝãâá×ÒÓÝÔËÓÚÚáºÏàÕÝ¶ÏÜÙÂµÝà×âáÏûÚ×ÏâÓáâÝÓÏàÜâÖÓÏÒäÓàâ×áÓÒµÄÍ
ÄãÐÚ×ÑºãÜÒáÏÜÒËÖÝÚÓáÏÚÓÏÑÑÝãÜâáÏàÓÜÝâÓÚ×Õ×ÐÚÓÔÝàâÖ×áÝøÓàµÄÍÏááãÛÓá×ÜâÓàÓáâàÓÛÏ×ÜáÝÜÒÓÞÝá×âãÜâ×ÚÛÏâãà×âç½ÜâÓàÓáâ×áÑÝÛÞÝãÜÒÓÒÒÏ×ÚçÄÏçÛÓÜâÝÔ×ÜâÓàÓáâÝÜ·¸á×áÐÏáÓÒÝÜâÓàÛºÝàâÓàÛáÚÓááâÖÏÜ_`ÛÝÜâÖá(adcÒÏçá)×ÜâÓàÓáâÛÏçÐÓÞÏ×ÒÛÝÜâÖÚçßãÏàâÓàÚçáÓÛ×#ÏÜÜãÏÚÚç
ÝàÏâÛÏâãà×âç(âÖÓÓÜÒÝÔâÖÓâÓàÛ)ºÝàâÓàÛáÝÔ_`ÛÝÜâÖáÝàÛÝàÓ×ÜâÓàÓáâÛÏçÐÓÞÏ×ÒÛÝÜâÖÚçßãÏàâÓàÚçáÓÛ×#ÏÜÜãÏÚÚçÝàÏÜÜãÏÚÚçµÔÓÓÔÝàÓÏàÚçå×âÖÒàÏåÏÚå×ÚÚÐÓ×ÛÞÝáÓÒÏÜÒÑÝãÚÒàÓÒãÑÓÓÏàÜ×ÜÕáÝÜâÖ×áÏÑÑÝãÜâÇÞÓÑ×ÏÚÆÏâÓáÏàÓÏÞÞÚ×ÑÏÐÚÓâÝâÖÓ×Ü×â×ÏÚâÓàÛÝÔâÖÓ·¸ÝÜÚçµâÛÏâãà×âç
âÖÓÇÞÓÑ×ÏÚÆÏâÓ·¸å×ÚÚÏãâÝÛÏâ×ÑÏÚÚçàÓÜÓåÔÝàÏâÓàÛÝÔdÛÝÜâÖáÏââÖÓ×ÜâÓàÓáâàÏâÓÏÜÒµÄÍ×ÜÓøÓÑâÔÝà·¸áÝÜàÓÜÓåÏÚÒÏâÓÜÝâáãÐØÓÑââÝÏÇÞÓÑ×ÏÚÆÏâÓãÜÚÓááâÖÓ¶ÏÜÙÖÏáÜÝâ×ùÓÒçÝãÝâÖÓàå×áÓ_`¸ãÓâÝâÖÓÜÓåÛÝÜÓçàÓßã×àÓÛÓÜâÏÑÑÝãÜâáÛÏçÝÜÚçÐÓÝÞÓÜÓÒÏâçÝãàÚÝÑÏÚÐàÏÜÑÖ
ËÓÚÚáºÏàÕÝàÓáÓàäÓáâÖÓà×ÕÖââÝÛÝÒ×ÔçÝàÒ×áÑÝÜâ×ÜãÓâÖÓÝøÓàÏâÏÜçâ×ÛÓå×âÖÝãâÜÝâ×ÑÓÁ×Ü×ÛãÛÜÓåÛÝÜÓçÒÓÞÝá×âàÓßã×àÓÛÓÜâÝÔÏâÚÓÏáâr`c^^^×áÔÝàâÖ×áÝøÓàÝÜÚçÏÜÒÑÏÜÜÝâÐÓâàÏÜáÔÓààÓÒâÝÏÜÝâÖÓàÏÑÑÝãÜââÝßãÏÚ×ÔçÔÝàÏÜçÝâÖÓàÑÝÜáãÛÓàÒÓÞÝá×âÝøÓà½ÔçÝãå×áÖâÝâÏÙÓÏÒäÏÜâÏÕÓ
ÝÔÏÜÝâÖÓàÑÝÜáãÛÓàÒÓÞÝá×âÝøÓààÓßã×à×ÜÕÏÛ×Ü×ÛãÛÜÓåÛÝÜÓçÒÓÞÝá×âçÝãå×ÚÚÐÓàÓßã×àÓÒâÝÒÝáÝå×âÖÏÜÝâÖÓàÜÓåÛÝÜÓçÒÓÞÝá×âÏááâÏâÓÒ×ÜâÖÓÝøÓààÓßã×àÓÛÓÜâáÏÜÒßãÏÚ×ùÑÏâ×ÝÜáÃøÓàÑÏÜÜÝâÐÓÑÝÛÐ×ÜÓÒå×âÖÏÜçÝâÖÓàÑÝÜáãÛÓàÒÓÞÝá×âÝøÓàÓæÑÓÞââÖÓÄÝàâÔÝÚ×ÝÐçËÓÚÚáºÏàÕÝ
rc^^ÝøÓàÏäÏ×ÚÏÐÚÓÔàÝÛÁÏàÑÖ`c`^_gãÜâ×ÚÁÏça_`^_gÃøÓàÑÏÜÜÝâÐÓàÓÞàÝÒãÑÓÒÞãàÑÖÏáÓÒáÝÚÒâàÏÜáÔÓààÓÒÝàâàÏÒÓÒaÈÖÓÄÝàâÔÝÚ×ÝÐçËÓÚÚáºÏàÕÝÞàÝÕàÏÛÖÏáÏra^ÛÝÜâÖÚçáÓàä×ÑÓÔÓÓåÖ×ÑÖÑÏÜÐÓÏäÝ×ÒÓÒåÖÓÜçÝãÖÏäÓÝÜÓÝÔâÖÓÔÝÚÚÝå×ÜÕßãÏÚ×Ôç×ÜÕÐÏÚÏÜÑÓár`c^^^ÝàÛÝàÓ×Ü
ßãÏÚ×Ôç×ÜÕÚ×ÜÙÓÒÐÏÜÙÒÓÞÝá×âÏÑÑÝãÜâá(ÑÖÓÑÙ×ÜÕáÏä×ÜÕá·¸áº¸½·#×ÜáãàÓÒ½Æµá)Ýàrc^^^^ÝàÛÝàÓ×ÜÏÜçÑÝÛÐ×ÜÏâ×ÝÜÝÔßãÏÚ×Ôç×ÜÕÚ×ÜÙÓÒÐÏÜÙ×ÜÕÐàÝÙÓàÏÕÓ(ÏäÏ×ÚÏÐÚÓâÖàÝãÕÖËÓÚÚáºÏàÕÝµÒä×áÝàáÀÀ·)ÏÜÒÑàÓÒ×âÐÏÚÏÜÑÓá(×ÜÑÚãÒ×ÜÕ_^°ÝÔÛÝàâÕÏÕÓÐÏÚÏÜÑÓáÑÓàâÏ×ÜÛÝàâÕÏÕÓáÜÝâÓÚ×Õ×ÐÚÓ)
½ÔâÖÓÄÝàâÔÝÚ×ÝÐçËÓÚÚáºÏàÕÝàÓÚÏâ×ÝÜáÖ×Þ×áâÓàÛ×ÜÏâÓÒâÖÓÐÝÜãá×ÜâÓàÓáâàÏâÓÝÜÏÚÚÓÚ×Õ×ÐÚÓáÏä×ÜÕáÏÑÑÝãÜâáÏÜÒÒ×áÑÝãÜâáÝàÔÓÓåÏ×äÓàáÝÜÝâÖÓàÞàÝÒãÑâáÏÜÒáÓàä×ÑÓáå×ÚÚÒ×áÑÝÜâ×ÜãÓÏÜÒàÓäÓàââÝâÖÓ¶ÏÜÙáâÖÓÜ#ÑãààÓÜâÏÞÞÚ×ÑÏÐÚÓàÏâÓÝàÔÓÓºÝàÐÝÜãá×ÜâÓàÓáâàÏâÓáÝÜâ×ÛÓÏÑÑÝãÜâáâÖ×á
ÑÖÏÜÕÓå×ÚÚÝÑÑãàãÞÝÜàÓÜÓåÏÚ½ÔâÖÓÄÝàâÔÝÚ×ÝÐçËÓÚÚáºÏàÕÝàÓÚÏâ×ÝÜáÖ×Þ×áâÓàÛ×ÜÏâÓÒâÖÓàÓÛÏ×Ü×ÜÕãÜÚ×ÜÙÓÒËÓÚÚáºÏàÕÝÄÝàâÔÝÚ×Ý·ÖÓÑÙ×ÜÕÝàËÓÚÚáºÏàÕÝÄà×ÛÓ·ÖÓÑÙ×ÜÕÏÑÑÝãÜâå×ÚÚÐÓÑÝÜäÓàâÓÒâÝÏÜÝâÖÓàÑÖÓÑÙ×ÜÕÞàÝÒãÑâÝàÑÚÝáÓÒ
\`^_gËÓÚÚáºÏàÕÝ¶ÏÜÙÂµµÚÚà×ÕÖâáàÓáÓàäÓÒ¸ÓÞÝá×âÞàÝÒãÑâáÝøÓàÓÒÐçËÓÚÚáºÏàÕÝ¶ÏÜÙÂµÁÓÛÐÓàº¸½·ÂÁÀÇÆ½¸aggf^_
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HEALTH & BEAUTY
Experts In Life-Changing Care
By LaShante Keys, Empath Health Community Outreach Specialist

Young mother with HIV lives a healthy life
ST. PETERSBURG –
Kierra Mitchell’s children are her world. As a
loving wife and mom of
six, she enjoys spending
a lot of time with her family, keeping a tidy household and opening her
home for more family
visitors. Her goal is to
stay active and healthy.
“I am just your average person. I love being
a mom. I love to work
out. I try to walk at least
three to four times a
week. I am going to join
a YWCA, and I am going
to look into a kickboxing
class. I care about my
health.”
Taking care of herself
also means managing
her arthritis, epilepsy
and HIV. She tested positive for HIV in 2006.
“I received it from my
last two children’s father,
who is now deceased.
The health department
information came, and
he went and got tested
and told me he was positive. I went and got
tested and was positive,”
Mitchell shared.
She handled the
news with strength, “I
put on my ‘big girl’
panties and sucked it up
because I had made that

decision not to be careful. It was tough. I had
two children with him,
and it was toxic. I got out
[of the relationship], and
I started doing good ever
since. I am taking it like
a champ. This is not the
end of the world.”
Pressing
forward,
Mitchell got into HIV
care, treatment and support. Her doctors connected her with Pinellas
Care Clinic, which then
connected her to EPIC
(Empath Partners in
Care), a member of Empath Health. She and her
husband continue to remain healthy.
“I married my husband in 2010 and dated
him for two years before
that. I have not infected
him. I am so proud to be
his wife and that he took
me even knowing what’s
going on with me. I do
my labs, and my CD4
count is going up. I don’t
base my life on that
[HIV]. I don’t see it as a
disease. I do what I am
supposed to do to stay
healthy.”
The groups and staff
at EPIC uplift her mentally and emotionally.
Mitchell started with the
women’s group because

she needed fellowship
with other women and
they shared stories and
information.
Now she attends a
class that is open for
both women and men
who are HIV-positive.
She said they are like a
second family to her.
“We learn from each
other. It’s like therapy to
me. We get motivated
and comfort each other. I
look forward to it,”
Mitchell shared.
EPIC’s Lunch and
Learn classes bring another layer of education
and support.
She expressed, “I have
learned so much about
what it means to be this
[HIV]. People come to
teach and let us know the
newest things [treatment]
out. It’s awesome. It has
been an amazing journey
how far I’ve come.”
Now she’s training to
become a volunteer in
appreciation of all the
support.
“I have received so
much. I want to give
back. I’m open to whatever’s needed,” Mitchell
noted.
She hopes telling her
story will help others impacted by HIV.

“I am taking a step to
hopefully help someone
and to free myself a little
more from within. HIV
doesn’t have a name or
face. The stigma is so
bad. There are so many
people who are scared to
find out. It’s better to
know than not know. I
say get tested and strap
up. With HIV, you can
take medicines and live a
healthy and normal life. I
am here living and thriving in this community,”
she the mother of six.
HIV continues to take
a heavy and disproportionate toll on our
African-American community,
particularly
black women, youth and
gay and bisexual men.
Recent statistics from
the Henry J. Kaiser Family Foundation state that
although African Americans represent only 12
percent of the U.S. population, blacks account for
a much larger share of
HIV diagnoses (43 percent), people estimated
to be living with HIV disease (42 percent) and
deaths among people
with HIV (43 percent)
than any other racial/ethnic group in the U.S.
The foundation fur-

ther
reported
that
among all women, black
women account for the
largest share of new HIV
diagnoses, 59 percent, or
4,397 in 2017.
It’s important for
everyone to get tested
for HIV and other sexually transmitted infections. Stop in for free HIV
testing at EPIC’s mobile
unit or offices in St. Pe-

tersburg, Clearwater or
Tampa. No appointments
are required, and results
usually take about 15
minutes.
All are invited to join
Dining Out for Life
Tampa Bay on Thursday,
April 11. Participating
restaurants will donate
part of their proceeds to
support EPIC. Learn
more at DineTB.org.

CONNECT WITH US!

At Suncoast Hospice, your loved one is our priority. For
more than 40 years, we have provided compassionate lifeFKDQJLQJFDUHWRSDWLHQWVDQGWKHLUIDPLOLHV2XUQRQSURÀW
community-based hospice is the only Pinellas County
hospice:
• With freestanding specialized care centers providing
continuous medical care if your loved one has
uncontrolled pain and symptoms – improving their
quality of life and your peace of mind.
• Where expert staff are supported by nearly 2,000
community volunteers, helping us provide the best
possible care for your loved one.
• With a local foundation that supports services and
care not paid for by insurance. This means your
donations and support of our hospice stay in your
community.
• That’s part of the larger Empath Health network
including palliative care, home health, elder
care, advance care planning and more – offering
complete support for your loved one.

We’re not just hospice, we’re Suncoast Hospice.

SUNCOAST

a member of

HOSPICE

(727) 467-7423 | SuncoastHospice.org

BE SURE
TO CHECK
OUT OUR
WEBSITE!
TheWeeklyChallenger.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Taste of the Islands continues to thrive
TASTE, from front page

“It’s like it hasn’t even
happened to us yet. We
haven’t seen the impact of
losing her. It’s still just in
our head,” said Arscott.
“Work is going all right;
we just missed her as a
family at home because
she was the backbone of
the family too. She was
my sister, my mother, my
business partner, everything.”
Thompson’s family
and friends remember
her as someone who
worked hard, put others
first and laughed often.
“She was a very pleasant person and a very
pleasing person as well.
She was very well liked by
anyone that walked in,”
said regular customer and
family friend Donald Jackson.
Arscott and his employees are focused on
getting back to reality and
continuing with his business. With two additional
businesses to run, Arscott
and his team have much
to focus on.
Their second location
of Taste of the Islands
opened in downtown St.
Petersburg in Feb. 2017,
and they also run the Jamaican grocery store next
door to their original location on 34th Street South.
The grocery store offers many unique Jamaican products one
would not usually come
across. They pick up their
products weekly from
Miami.

Courtney Barnaby, busy with the lunch hour rush,
has been working at the restaurant for 15 years.

Yvonne Thompson passed away Jan. 6
“I really like both locations. The 34th Street location has a lot more to offer
with the market next door.
However, the downtown
location has a lot of the
food precooked, so it’s
easier if you’re on the go.
Regardless of the location,
you’re getting authentic
Jamaican food,” said returning customer Brianna
Rodriguez.
Taste of the Islands
restaurant will continue to
offer genuine service to

their St. Pete community
for years to come.
“Everything was good
about her, everything.
And I’m glad the reflection of how I knew her is
how everyone else felt
about her too,” Arscott
concluded.
Lauren Meri is a student reporter in the Neighborhood News Bureau of
the University of South
Florida St. Petersburg.
Visit nnbnews.com for
more info.

Zack Arscott and Valerie Ellard

CONNECT WITH US!
REEVES BUILDING, PLUMBING
& ROOFING CONTRACTOR

Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring • Plumbing • Windows
Roofing • Soffit & Fascia Cabinets • Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation
Contractor for:
City of Tampa,
Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg,
Pinellas County & Polk County

Over 40
Years in
Tampa
Bay
Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
HOMEOWNERS Deannie K’s Beauty Salon B. Brinson Insurance Agency
INSURANCE
Cancelled or Non-Renewed??

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

Beauty is more
than skin deep.
Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

CREAL FUNERAL
HOME AND
CREMATIONS, INC
$20.00 Basic Shampoo/Set
Silk Press starting at $50
Specializing in Healthy Hair
1834 49th St. S, Gulfport • 727-328-2623

1940 7th AVENUE SOUTH
ST PETERSBURG, FL 33712

727-896-2602
“STILL SERVING WITH DIGNITY AND
COMPASSION 60 YEARS LATER”

CREALFHANDCREMATIONS@GMAIL.COM

Auto, Life, Health and Home Owners
brinsoninsagy@yahoo.com
Bennie Brinson
1830 49th St. So.
St. Petersburg, FL 33707
Tel: 727-328-9878
Cell: 727-215-3048
Fax: 727-328-9545

The following job(s) are currently available:
• Director, Housing & Residence Life
• Law Enforcement Officer
For information regarding the position listed above, please visit:
http://www.usfsp.edu/jobs
or visit the USFSP Human Resources Office at
140 Seventh Ave. S., Bay 206, St. Petersburg, FL
USFSP is an EO/Equal Access Institution.Welcoming...Diverse...Inclusive
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COMMUNITY NEWS
New St. Petersburg Police headquarters boasts state-of-the-art technology
BY J.A. JONES
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The St. Petersburg Police
Department revealed its
long-awaited new facility,
located at 1304 First Ave.
N, on March 22.
The building’s testament to modern vision is
heralded by the enormous metal, flower-like
sculpture “Gladiolus” by
Mark Aeling, standing as
a kind of sentinel on the
corner of the building’s
plaza entrance (his sculpture “Shielded” floats
above one’s head up entering into the grand

vestibule).
The
behemoth
168,000-square-foot facility will serve as the new
headquarters for St.
Pete’s entire 800-member
staff of civilians, police
and volunteers – and it
was clearly designed with
the city’s growing population in mind.
The sprawling 6.3-acre
project includes two buildings, a parking garage
and a central energy
plant, 12,000 square-feet
of evidence storage and
refrigerated space for
DNA samples and a solarpowered roof that will be
able to run the parking

garage systems and a
third of the building
space.
With
cutting-edge
technology to rival any police department in the
country today, it was also
built to withstand a Category 5 hurricane of up to
195 mph winds and will
serve as the emergency
operations center for the
city, as well as the data
back-up site for Pinellas
County Emergency Operations.
The structure was designed by Harvard Jolly
Architecture, a longstanding designer of public
safety,
school,

healthcare, and library
properties, in partnership
with engineering firm
AECOM and Ajax Building Corporation. The facility’s estimated cost is
$78.5 million and was
mostly paid for by Penny
for Pinellas funds.
St.
Petersburg’s
Mayor Rick Kriseman and
City Council members
were on-hand along with
Police Chief Anthony Holloway, Asst. Chief Mike
Kovacsev, Harvard Jolly’s
president Ward Friszolowski and the project’s
lead architect Emmet Van
Aken to celebrate the
property’s formal ribbon-

cutting and unveiling.
“It’s a very exciting
day for us; it feels like getting the keys to a new
home,” shared Chief Holloway. “We’re very, very
proud of this building.”
He said his favorite
part of the structure is the
landscaped reflection area
created as a memorial to
St. Pete police officers
whose lives were lost in
the line of duty.
Mayor
Kriseman
shared his belief that “We
have the best police department in the state of
Florida if not the country
– but certainly the place
that they were working in

wasn’t. It’s hard to do
your job when you’re
working in substandard
facilities, and you don’t
have all the tools at your
disposal to do your job –
and now they will.”
Highlighting the event
was a display by three
members of the US Special Operation Command
Parachute Team, the
Para-Commandos—who
sky-dived from helicopters holding flags to be
raised on the building by
the St. Petersburg Police
Honor Guard.
To reach J.A. Jones,
email jjones@theweeklychallenger.com

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, APRIL 4, 2019

11

COMMUNITY NEWS
MBSK is not just for kids!
GIRLS, from front page

“What is greatness,”
she asked. “That means
the power that you hold
within yourself. That
means the amazing things
that lie within you.”
Women are already
born with greatness,
Smith postulated, as they
are the only gender that
can create life. Smith admitted that she didn’t
know how much power
she possessed until she
gave birth to her son, who
is now six. And for those
women who have no children, they are givers of
life in more ways than
one.
“We have the capability to give birth to anything,” she said, “not just
humans. We give birth to
hope; we give birth to humanity, we give birth to
ideas, we give birth to
thoughts, we give birth to
inventions!”
Another measure of
greatness is that we all
have something inside of
us that makes us special
and unique, Smith explained, be it dancing,
cooking, speaking, drawing or what have you.
Young people just have to
tap into whatever talent
they may have and bring
it out.
“We’re all good at
something, so I have to
challenge you to figure
out what it is!” Smith said.
“If it’s something you’re
passionate about, if it’s
something you know that
you’re really, really, good
at, you have to pursue it.
That’s the only way you’re
going to fulfill your greatness.”
Smith had a non-traditional upbringing as she
grew up without a father
in her house. Her mother
was only 17 when she had
Smith’s sister and only 19
when she had Smith. It
was very difficult for her
mother, as she had to
work two or three jobs
and naturally wasn’t always around to foster
young Smith’s confidence. The result was that
Smith had low self-confidence for a “long time.”
“I didn’t like myself; I
didn’t know myself; I
didn’t even think I was
pretty when I was young,”
she admitted.
In a life-changing
move, Smith decided to
move to Los Angeles in
2010. Looking at the
mountains and sitting on
the edge of the Pacific
Ocean, she finally found
herself and realized her
true worth and potential.
Her first book “Shine Sistah Shine,” about female
empowerment, soon followed in 2012.
We may have greatness, but like success, it
doesn’t just happen, she
cautioned. It is something
that we have to work at.
Smith encouraged everyone to write positive affirmations daily to boost
self-esteem and confi-

dence. Every morning for
40 days, she said, everyone should pen “I am”
statements, such as “I am
amazing,” “I am awesome,” and “I am beautiful.”
“If you do something
for 40 days, I know you’re
committed,” Smith said.
“If you cannot invest 40
days into yourself, you
have a lot more work to
do!”
Tapping into greatness requires setting
goals, but the most important thing is to follow
through, Smith advised.
“If you cannot keep a
promise to yourself, the
world has nothing else to
offer,” she said. “Everything that you do starts
with you!”
Smith advised those
on hand to seek mentors
in their field to help them
open doors and realize opportunities. And always
continue to better yourself
and dream bigger, she
added. Travel, which can
broaden horizons and expand the mind, can be a
big part of that. She underscored the importance
of getting out of a comfort
zone and seeing people
from all over the world
and trying new things.
“If you have never left
St. Petersburg, you have
some work to do!” she
said. “If you’ve never left
the state of Florida, you
have some work to do!”
You can always push
yourself harder, Smith insisted, and you can always
challenge yourself to do
more.
“You have to invest in
yourself!” she said energetically.
Sisters Kin-nect: Invest, Ignite, Inspire
This year, the MBSK
Initiative wanted to go a
step further and include
women. Gaskin-Capehart
said it’s so important to be
able to have an impact on
the whole family.
“You can’t just focus
on young people alone.
You’ve got to be able to
focus on their families and
their support network
with their mentors and
role models,” said GaskinCapehart. “This is a holistic approach to us being
able to have a transformative impact in the community…”
Workshops included
Leaping into my Future
with Confidence, facilitated by Yvonne Ulmer,
Loretta Caldwell Thompson held a session called
“Through the Looking
Glass” that gave women
advice on how not to feel
invisible as they age, Bria
Sullivan
conducted
“Power of Being a
Woman,” just to name a
few.
Collette Glover Hannah stopped by to help
women find their passion
in the Finding My Passion
workshop.As the founder
and CEO of Hannah’s

Bria Sullivan
Shoebox, her passion
came when she found it
impossible to find age-appropriate footwear for her
young daughter, who at
the time was wearing an
adult size six at six-yearsold.
She said she feels fortunate because her passion became her career.
Hannah’s Shoebox is the
only store in the country
that exclusively sells
tween shoes to tween
girls. They are committed
to helping young ladies
with large feet feel more
confident and beautiful
about themselves.
Hannah said young
girls who have larger size
feet lack self-esteem and
confidence because a lot
of them tend to be taller,
larger girls who develop
sooner than their peers.
Her passion was built out
of the need to give young
girls, such as her daughter, confidence and selfesteem, and now she is
the market leader in the
footwear industry for
large size tween shoes.
“If you’re going to do
it, do something that you
love. Make it your passion. Don’t chase the
money because if you’re
chasing the money I’m
telling you, it’s going to
be so difficult and challenging because you’re
going to lose sight of why
you’re doing it,” Hannah
said.
Alison Barlow, executive director of the St. Petersburg
Innovation
District, facilitated a
workshop called Personal
Board of Directors, encouraging women to assemble an advisory board
to help them through life.
A board of directors
for a company is essentially a group of people
that help set their strategic direction. Those sitting on the board are
handpicked because of
their expertise. Barlow
suggests every woman
needs this type of support.
“Who are those people in your life that are deliberately there, that
you’ve thought about who
are going to help you get
to your passion, help you
accomplish what you’re
trying to accomplish professionally or personally,”
she asked?
She suggested stacking the board with peers,
those older and younger,
someone who sees the
world differently, someone who might be in the
same life experience and
someone who is not afraid
to question your moves.
“I guarantee that any
woman that you see out
there who is kicking ass
has something like this,”
she stated.
The Sisters Kin-nect
conference ended with
networking time, giveaways, and of course, a
dance party.

Alison Barlow

Collette Glover Hannah
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

First Baptist Institutional Church

(727) 894-4311
Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .......................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
Sunday Worship Service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Small Group Bible Study ..............................6:30 p.m.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.
Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

Welcome – Bienvenidos
ST. AUGUSTINE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Joyful Spirit, Joyful Jazz

2920 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg 33712
727-867-6774
StAugustine@tampabay.rr.com
The Rev. Josie Rose, Priest-in-Charge

Communion and Worship Service 9:00 a.m. every
Sunday
(Full breakfast served after service, $6.00)
Communion and Healing Service 11:00 a.m. Tuesdays

Donn & Jean
Freshler

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

April 14, 10 am
Pastor Jermaine Gordon
St James Baptist
Church, Bushnell, Florida
April 17, 7 pm
Rev. Frank W. Peterman
Rock of Jesus M B
Church
April 21, 7 am
Sunrise Service, Maximo Beach
April 21, 10 am,
Easter Sunday
Rev. Dr. Manuel L.
Sykes
Bethel Community
Baptist Church
April 24, 7 pm
Pastor Richardo Welch
Prayer Tower Church
of God in Christ
April 27, 4 pm
Full Gospel Service
Pastor Jason Williams
Mt. Raymond M B
Church, Palmetto, Florida

SERVICES
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship Service: 10:00 a.m.
Rev. Dr. Manuel L. Sykes

Bro. Robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Sunday Bible Class (All Ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Evening Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday
Monday Evening Bible Class
Wednesday Morning Bible Class
Wednesday Evening Bible Class

Bethel Community Baptist Church
Bethel Community
Baptist Church will celebrate the 26th Pastoral
Anniversary of Rev.
Manuel L Sykes, State
Overseer of Florida Full
Gospel Baptist Church
Fellowship, during the
month of April.
The following pastors
and their churches will
worship with Bethel on
this occasion:
April 3, 7 pm
Rev. Dr. Wayne G.
Thompson
First Baptist Institutional Church
April 7, 10 am
Rev. Jerry Michael
Sanders
Fountain
Baptist
Church, Summit, New
Jersey
April 10, 7 pm
Pastor Troy Adams
New Jerusalem M. B
Church

BETHEL COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567

20th Street
Church Of Christ

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org
Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Victory Christian Center Church

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

Mid-Week Worship: Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
Ruwach International Ministries
Pastor/Prophet Huberta Rejouis
3940 18th Ave. South, St. Petersburg, Fl 33711
(above the daycare)

Email: huberta.rejouis@yahoo.com • Phone: 727-768-2784
Sunday Night Worship Service ......7:30pm
Thursday Night Prayer and
Bible Study (Yara Time) ...................7:30pm
Ruwach International Ministries is an
Apostolic global ministry.
We operated in the five-fold ministry.
All are Welcome! Shalom!

INSPIRATIONS
BY DIERDRE DOWNING-JACKSON

A Prayer for the Family

April 28, 10 am
Youth Pastor, Kaleb
Ash
Bethel Community
Baptist Church
Bethel Community
Baptist Church extends a
welcome to all to come
and join us at 2901 54th
Avenue South,St. Petersburg, Florida.

Dear Heavenly Father,
In the name of JESUS CHRIST, let the words of my mouth and the meditation
of my heart be acceptable in Thy sight, O LORD, my strength and my redeemer.
As we pray without ceasing for our families, may we forever remain in Your
presence LORD as we walk by faith and trust Your Holy Word to guide and
direct our path.
Thank you for the strength and peace to endure and persevere as You teach us
to “walk before You in simple faith with humility and love.”
Thank You LORD for allowing our families to grow in the understanding of
Your wisdom and trusting that with You Heavenly Father, “all things are possible”.
May our families demonstrate the importance of peace, patience, kindness,
grace and mercy through unconditional love.
Thank You JESUS for Your healing Hand.
Thank You for Your miraculous touch.
Thank You for blessing our families with Your protection and provision.
Thank You LORD for drawing all family members closer to Your presence.
We praise you LORD and repent of our sins in the name of JESUS.
Thank you for the Blood of JESUS covering our family.
May every member of every family be restored with hearts of forgiveness and
love for one another.
In the name of JESUS CHRIST we bind the root spirits of fear, bondage,
infirmity, haughtiness, perverseness, lying, jealousy and heaviness from our
families.
F Faith is the glue that holds the family together.
A Amazing grace of the Heavenly Father must be acknowledged with
gratitude.
M Mercy of our LORD JESUS must abide in every heart.
I Integrity and honesty must exist in all family communication.
L Love without condition and forgiveness is the key.
Y Yielding not to temptation and knowing the truth will set you free.
Thank You LORD for showing Your love for our families and reminding us
that “we can do all things through JESUS CHRIST who strengthens us.”
AMEN
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

THE ROCK OF JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.net
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net
Dr. John A. Evans, Pastor

WORSHIP EXPERIENCES
Sunday Worship .......................................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School......................................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ..............................Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7:00 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7:00 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
And Moses went up
unto God, and the Lord
called unto him out of the
mountain, saying, Thus
shalt thou say to the
house of Jacob, and tell
the children if Israel; Ye
have seen what I did unto
the Egyptians, and how I
bare you on eagles’
wings, and brought you
unto myself.
Exodus
18:21-22
We continued to journey with the children of
Israel from their captivity
in Egypt to the promised
Land as Pastor Brown led
us through Exodus 19:1-8.
We are like this caravan of
people who dared to walk
with Moses who was
walking
with
God.
Through their journey
God was attempting to do
some things to them, for
them to help them recognize that they need not
look anywhere else, for
God is the provider of all
things. They were to use
there journeying as an opportunity to discover
God’s plan and purpose
for their existence just as
it with us as God moves
us to a place where he refines and develops. Every
day God gives more insight into his plan, so we
need to keep pursuing
after him. Ultimately God
wants to take us to the
great place called his
prize. But the prize is not
heaven. The prize is
being in a perfect relation
and union with God that
we can’t have now. The
prize is Jesus Christ.
From the text we see that
the children of Israel have
been journeying for three
months. The promise
was that if they followed
God, he would lead them
to a better place. They
had done the same thing
from day one until three
months had passed yet
they were still in the
wilderness.
But even
though they were still in
the wilderness God was

calling them to ‘go after’.
The question asked by
Pastor Brown of the text
was “When We look to
God What Can We Expect?
He referenced
verse 3 of the text for the
first point, ‘Look Up and
Learn’. In this verse God
addressed both Jacob and
Israel, two halves of the
same person. God addressed Jacob (the trickster) to help him
understand that he was
out of bounds because he
thought he needed to do
things with his mind and
also talked to Israel
(Jacob’s new name) so
that Israel would know
that his job was to trust
God. We too need to
learn that we too are divided and that there’s always going to be one half
that will obey God and the
other half, our flesh, will
not will never be saved.
Being saved doesn’t mean
we can forget about our
old nature. Salvation is
not a subtraction but an
addition. We didn’t lose
our old nature, we gained
a new nature that can
overrule the old nature if
we listen to the new nature. The second point,
from verse 4, ‘Look Up
and Lean.’ From verses 5
and 6, under this point
three subpoints were
given that God says he
will allow life to bring to
us so that we can learn
how to lean. First, when
we are worried, we need
to learn where to lean;
secondly, we need to lean
when we’re weak; and
lastly, we need to lean
when we are wayward.
The third point of the
message was ‘Look Up
and Live’. Under this
point, we were admonished to live our lives
knowing our worth and
value. Could it be that we
settle because we don’t
know our worth and
value? Going after God
means that every day God

Pastor’s Corner
is going to help us discover what our worth and
value is, therefore, we
can’t give up. A subpoint
from verse 6, tells us we
should live our lives walking with vision and patience. We are to be a
representative for the
people about God to the
people so that the people
can be brought to God
and the kingdom enlarged. Our life comes in
season and before we
give up in any season we
need to wait on God and
see what the next season
will bring. Please remember this is a synopsis of
the message, St. Mark’s
doors are open to you
each Sunday morning for
you to receive the entire
word from the Lord!
We had a high time as
Shiloh M.B. Church of
Largo joined St. Mark and
Mission No. 1 in their Celebration of Faith worship
service on Sunday afternoon. Thank you, Pastor
McClendon and Shiloh,
for a great word and
songs of praise that
blessed us. Many thanks
also to the members and
ministries who took part
in the Fifth Sunday’s
Quarterly
‘Operation
Love’ visitations and fellowship with our sick and
shut-in members. As we
continue to march forward, we’re looking for to
the Pizza Ministry’s gearing up to serve in the
Childs Park Community.
Weekly Events:
Sunday School - Sundays @9:30 a.m.
Worship Service - Sundays @10:45 a.m.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) - Sundays @9:30
a.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study - Wednesdays
@9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study - Wednesdays
@ 7:00 p.m.

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity Temple of Truth Church

Peter’s Mother-in-Law’s Healing
Matthew 8:14-15
It is amazing how we
imagine things in our
minds when we read the
scriptures. Often the pictures that we paint our
heads are quite different
from the actual places that
we read about in the Bible.
All the Synoptic Gospels
(Matthew, Mark, Luke)
record a verse or two about
Jesus healing Peter’s
mother-in-law of a fever.
After she the fever left her,
she rose and met their hospitality needs.
No matter how many
times I read the text, I
thought it was Peter’s
mother-in-law’s house. Actually, it was Peter’s house
and his mother-in-law was
living with him, his wife
and his family. I imagined
that the house was a big

three-story house like Big
Mama’s house on Soul
Food. In reality, the house
was small and underground. Today, Peter’s
house would be more like
the size of a basement
apartment.
Despite the dimensions
of the house being different than what I envisioned,
the power and presence of
God in the space was overwhelming. People from all
over the world prayed in
their native tongue in the
church that was built
around the “house.” They
believed that just as Jesus
healed Peter’s mother-inlaw in that space that they
were able to be free from
sickness, pain, disease, discomfort and dysfunction if
they made it to that place.
The story of Peter’s

mother-in-law’s healing reminds us that before we
can minister to the needs of
others, first our own needs
must be addressed. We can
do the work of ministry in
a more effective, efficient
and excellent manner
when we are functioning at
our optimum. How often
are we giving people less
than what they deserve because we don’t take the
time to heal ourselves.
Self-care is so important. It is not a selfish act,
but it is in fact selfless. We
can only take care of others
to the degree that we take
care of ourselves. Jesus
taught his disciples to love
their neighbors as themselves. If we don’t love ourselves, how can we love
others (Matthew 22:34-40,
Ephesians 5:22-33)?

Friendship MBC
Welcome, it is always
our pleasure to open our
doors to those having a desire to worship with us and
it is our hope that you will
continue to do so – as a
member or a friend of the
Ship. Where, with open
hearts and arms, Dr. John
A. Evans, Sr., Pastor/Moderator, First Lady Teresa
L. Evans, the Official Family and Members stand
ready to make you most
welcomed. Trusting that
your time spent with us
will be a life changing experience, first as an honored visitor/guest and
should the Lord lay it upon
your heart to become a
part of our Church Family
as we are a body of believ-

ers. Wednesday starts
with our Bread of Life Ministry at 11:00 am, followed
by “Wednesday in the
Word” (the Learning Arm
of our church) at 12:00
noon and again at 7:00 pm.
Sundays, Early Morning
Worship Service at 7:45
am,
Church
Sunday
School (the Teaching Arm
of our faith) begins at 9:30
am and finally our MidMorning Worship Service
at 10:45 am. All will have
the opportunity to experience the “It’s just nice to
be nice” church. Don’t sit
out church, God has
Blessed us tremendously,
we owe Him at least a
Thank You.
For additional informa-

tion on any of the announcements, please contact us by the following
methods: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church,
3300 31st Street South, St.
Petersburg, Florida 33712
- Church Office: (727)
906-8300
E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net NOW “Live Streaming”:
Visit us – Website:
www.fmbctheship.net
Facebook - Friendship
Missionary
Baptist
Church and WCBDA Website: www.expericencethecoast.com Transportation
is available - Call the
Church at (727) 906-8300 –
Monday – Friday from
9:00 AM – 3:00 PM.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
50 years of Faith Memorial
BY LYNN GORDON
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG –
Faith Memorial Missionary Baptist Church, under
the leadership of Pastor
Robert A. Vinson, Jr., celebrated its 50th church
anniversary
Sunday,
March 17. The theme for
the occasion was “50
years of Faithful Service Recognizing our Past, Discipling the Present, and
Praying and Preparing for
the Future.”
The congregation and
visitors gathered for two
services. Rev. Brian K.
Brown of St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church

delivered the message for
the 10 a.m. service, and
Rev. John Evans and the
congregation of Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church gave the Word for
the 5 p.m. service.
Mayor Rick Kriseman
spent a portion of the
morning worship service
with the congregation and
issued a proclamation declaring March 17, 2019, to
be Faith Memorial Missionary Baptist Church
Day in the City of St. Petersburg.
Both services were
spirit-filled as Brown and
Evans delivered rousing
sermons, and songs of
praise brought the worshippers to their feet as
they gave thanks for 50
years of faithful service.
The Faith congregation acknowledged its
founders and pioneers
and highlighted its beginnings in 1969 when “a
group of Baptist believers” led by Maude Harris
decided to permanently
establish a seat of worship
in what is formerly known
as the Park Theater on
18th Avenue South.
The establishment of
the permanent location,
1800 18th Ave. S, followed
a temporary worship site
at the Masonic Hall on
Union Street South. By
the time Faith was formally established in Feb.
1969, the church was
under the leadership of
Rev. Fate Blasingane who
served until his death in
1972.
Following his
death, the church elected
Rev. Dr. Bragg L. Turner
who served from Sept.
1972 until his death in
Aug. 2014.

The church underwent several renovations
and additions in various
areas of the property and
experienced
much
growth between 1972 and
1996. Following Turner’s
death, the church elected
Vinson, Jr. as their new
pastor in 2016, and he will
celebrate his third anniversary in April.
Pastor Vinson leads
the church under the
2019 theme “Growing Relationally in Discipleship
Through Christ.”
Happy anniversary
from The Weekly Challenger!

Cancer affects every ethnic background, is ﬂuent
in every language and can impact people of any
age, faith or culture. As compared with other
racial/ethnic groups, colorectal cancer incidence
and mortality are highest among blacks/AfricanAmericans, and 5-year survival rates are the
lowest. At Mofﬁtt, we want to give everyone
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treatment possible. Colorectal cancer screenings
should begin at age 50, and earlier for those with
an increased risk.
Mofﬁtt works with an extensive national network
of insurance and managed care organizations and
offers ﬁnancial assistance to qualifying patients.
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